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Welcome to the Virtual
Year 9 Options
Parents’ Information Evening
Monday 18 January 2021
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Staff Contributing This Evening
Mr Johnson

Headteacher

Mr Stones

Assistant Headteacher (Curriculum and Assessment)

Mr Triffitt

Year 9 Progress Leader
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Norton College’s Intent
Ready, Respectful, Safe
To create a vibrant, inclusive, caring and safe environment where children
thrive academically and socially and which is universally recognised as
outstanding.

To develop a love of learning and to achieve the best possible outcomes for
all students.
To offer a breadth of subjects and knowledge and to develop a range skills
which are useful in wider life.
To develop well-rounded young people who are tolerant, respectful and
able to make a positive contribution to society.
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Lum
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Curriculum and GCSE Options

WELCOME
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Year 9 students will
be making their four
GCSE option choices
THIS year.
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GCSE reform
Main features of new GCSEs:
• new grading scale (9 to 1), with 9 being top grade;
• assessment mainly by exam; other types of assessment used only
where needed to test essential skills (e.g. science);
• new, more demanding content;
• courses designed for two years of study – no longer be divided into
different modules; students take all exams at end of course;
• exams only split into ‘foundation tier’ and ‘higher tier’ if one exam
paper does not give all students opportunity to show knowledge and
abilities.
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The new grades
The new scale runs from 9 to 1.
• 9 is the highest grade and 1 the lowest.
• Grade 5 is roughly equivalent to old B/C.
• Roughly the same proportion of students who
achieved grade C+ now achieve grade 4+. Grade
4 is a ‘standard pass’.
• Grade 5 is a ‘strong pass’.
• A grade 9 will be above the old A*.
• A grade 1 will be the equivalent of a grade G.
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The new grades
Broadly the same proportion of
students achieve a Grade 7 and
above as the proportion that
historically achieved a grade A and
above.
The Department for Education has
determined that Grade 5 is a ‘strong
pass’ and Grade 4 is a ‘standard
pass’

The bottom of Grade 1 is aligned with
the bottom of grade G.
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English, mathematics and double
science
• All students must study these subjects
• Alongside English language, all students must
now study English literature
• Double science gives students two GCSE grades
• Students will sit either higher tier (grades 9-4
available) or foundation tier (grades 5-1 available)
• These courses are assessed by linear
examinations at the end of Year 11
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Curriculum Breadth and Balance
We very strongly recommend that most students
aim for this in their choices. To achieve this, students
should select:
• A foreign language (French)
• A humanity (History or Geography)
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Curriculum Breadth and Balance
• “Young people will compete for jobs not just with
others from around the UK, but in a global economy”
• “A recent survey of businesses belonging to the CBI
(the Confederation of British Industries) showed that
75% of members expect employees to have language
skills”
• “These are subjects that have been identified by the
Russell Group (the top 24 universities in the country) as
giving access to the widest range of subjects at degree
level”
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The English Baccalaureate
EBacc for short....
•
•
•
•

English and mathematics
two sciences (double science); computer science
a modern foreign language (French)
a humanity (geography or history)
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Modern foreign languages and
humanities
• We strongly recommend that students take a language
alongside English, maths and double science;
• Students taking a language should take a humanity
(history or geography) alongside this to complete the
EBacc suite;
• Option blocks have been created in order to facilitate
this.
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The English Baccalaureate
“The EBacc is made up of the subjects which the Russell
Group says open more doors to more degrees.
“[Research shows that] the subjects [students] choose at GCSE
determine their opportunities beyond school.”
Department for Education, 2018
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Modern Foreign Languages
”A language GCSE gives students an edge when applying to study a
wide range of degree courses at university. In addition, languages
will prepare them to compete in a global jobs market. In fact,
around three quarters of employers responding to the CBI’s
Education and Skills Survey 2015 said they needed their employees
to have some foreign language skills.”
DfE, January 2017
The DfE/British Council are currently offering bursaries of up to
£28000 to anyone wanting to train as a languages teacher!
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The English Baccalaureate
“A study by the UCL Institute of Education shows that studying
subjects included in the EBacc provides students with greater
opportunities in further education and increases the likelihood
that a pupil will stay on in full-time education.
“Sutton Trust research reveals that studying the EBacc can help
improve a young person’s performance in English and maths.”
Department for Education, 2018
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The EBacc
• the government expects that 90% of students will do
the Ebacc by 2025, and 75% by 2022;
• students would be encouraged to take the EBacc
wherever they went – it’s not just Norton;
• all students currently do maths, English and two
sciences – in the future, that is where we shall be
with languages and humanities.
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I was worried that I’d be
bad and want to change
but now this is one of my
favourite subjects.
Language student

Universities like languages
(facilitating subjects) and they
are fun and interesting.
Lots of topics are covered and
you will develop confidence and
resilience.
Language student
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I chose this because it
makes me stand out from
everyone else and it’s fun.
Some things are hard, but
the lessons are always fun
and different.
Language student

I chose it because it will be
very useful for getting into
university and getting a job.
Sometimes it can be hard
(especially as my strong points
are maths and science!) but it’s
definitely worth it.
Language student
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I chose to study a language because it is
something I really enjoy. Being able to
express your opinion through another
language is useful for getting by on
holiday and for your future plans.
Language student
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What can parents and carers do?
• Talk to children about interests, subject choices, future
careers
– it’s not about doing the same as your friends
– it’s not about which teachers you like

• Look at relevant websites:
– https://www.gov.uk/apply-apprenticeship
– https://www.ucas.com/
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What happens now?
Mr Triffitt
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Options blocks – an
example of the process
Maths, English, double
science and one
humanity or language,
plus…
Remember, one humanity
AND one language
qualifies for the EBacc
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Other options
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Art & Design (GCSE)
Photography (GCSE)
Performing Arts (BTEC)
Computer Science (GCSE)
Media (BTEC)
Music (BTEC)
Sport (Cambridge Nationals)
Business (GCSE)
Hospitality (GCSE)
Health & Social Care (BTEC)
Economics (GCSE)
Information Technology (Cambridge Nationals)
Religious Studies (GCSE)
Textiles (GCSE)
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How to choose
Read the details about the subjects in the options booklet
Which subjects does your son/daughter enjoy studying?
Which are the subjects in which s/he achieves well?
Does s/he want to study something new?
What are his/her future higher education or career aspirations?
(does s/he already know what path s/he is likely to want to take?)
DON’T let your son/daughter base his/her choices upon what
his/her friends are going to choose!
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Timetable – provisional dates
• WC 18th Jan – Options videos made available
to students through Teams
• WC 25th Jan – Straw poll activity begins
• WC 8th Feb – Options forms issued
• 11th Feb – Parents’ Evening
• Then:
– Options forms returned (8th March)
– 1-1 interviews begin (22nd March – 24th April)
– Parents informed of final choices
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The Future Starts Now
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